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M ISSION STATEMENT 

  

òThe mission of the South Burlington School 

District, a community committed to excellence in 

education, is to ensure that each student possesses 

the knowledge, skills, and character to create a 

successful and responsible life.  We will do this by 

building safe, caring, and challenging learning en-

vironments, fostering family and community part-

nerships, utilizing global resources, and inspiring 

life-long learning.ó 

South Burlington School Board 

Members 

General E-mail: schoolboard@sbschools.net 

General Voicemail:  652-7476 

Richard Cassidy, Chair 

864-8144 

rcassidy@sbschools.net 

Elizabeth Fitzgerald, Clerk 

865-4554 

efitzgerald@sbschools.net 

Martin LaLonde 

863-3086 

mlalonde@sbschools.net 

Julie Beatty 

862-9627 

jbeatty@sbschools.net 

Diane Bugbee 

660-8683 

dbugbee@sbschools.net 
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Please visit our District website at 

www.sbschools.net to view the Global Ends 

Policy, found by going to the Policies and 

Procedures tab. The school board has identi-

fied four goal areas for students to be ready 

for their next step.  They are:  disposition 

for life-long learning, academic proficiency, 

personal development, and citizenship. 
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SUPERINTENDENTõS MESSAGE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Citizens of South Burlington, 

Each year the School District reports to you on the educational success of our students.  We are doing so in two 

ways.  First, we will publish a full report that provides an extensive review of the data we have on student perfor-

mance.  That report will be published on our District web page (www.sbschools.net) with copies in the schools and 

the community library.  In addition to this full report, we have published our state assessment results in the Other 

Paper.   

Student assessment results remain higher than state averages.  While that is encouraging, we continue to seek im-

proved results for a higher percentage of our students.  Our elementary schools have been and continue to redesign 

their systems of assessment and support of student learning in order to increase the number of students meeting 

state standards.  

It is important to remember that these measures do not tell the whole story about students being ready for their next 

step.  Our students are not only learning the state tested areas of literacy, math, and science; they are advancing in 

the arts and other academic areas. The School Board has established desirable outcomes for all students called Ends. 

The Ends have four focus areas: Disposition for Life-long Learning, Academic Proficiency, Personal Devel-

opment and Citizenship. 

The entire district has been working to identify indicators (learning outcomes) that can be used to measure student 

progress on the achievement of our Ends.  We believe that successful achievement of our Ends will ensure our stu-

dents are ready for their next step, either career, college, or individually determined next steps.   

All of us who serve in the South Burlington School District work to accomplish the mission of the District.  We care 

deeply about the safety and the educational development of our students.  We appreciate the trust and support you 

offer us in this work. 

Sincerely, 

David Young 

Superintendent of Schools 
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ENROLLMENTS 

  

INDIVIDUAL  SCHOOL  TOTALS (as of 10/01/11) 

Early Essential Education      21    

Rick Marcotte Central  School  343            

Orchard  School                                           377               

Chamberlin School                                        252        

Frederick H. Tuttle Middle School         545  

South Burlington High School*  881     

  

Total Enrollments:                       2,419            

*Includes Tuition and School Choice Students 

 

 Years 
Tuition 

Students 

2011-2012 88 

2010-2011 136 

2009-2010 110 

2008-2009 124 

2007-2008 137 

*Tuition and school choice students have been an important factor in providing 

enrollment and budgetary flexibility.  All of these students attend the South Bur-

lington High School (SBHS) and represent a significant proportion of that student 

body.   

School 
Student/Teacher Ratio 

(Literacy, Math, Science, Social Studies) 

RCMS 19 

Chamberlin 17 

Orchard 18 

FHTMS * 21 

SBHS * 20 

Rick Marcotte Central School 

òWhere Everybody is Somebodyó 

Orchard School 

òA Place to Growó 

Chamberlin School 

South Burlington High School 

òBuilding a Proud Traditionó 

Frederick H. Tuttle Middle School 

òWorking Together to Make a Differenceó 
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PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  

  

 

School Name 

Percentage of core clas-
ses taught by teachers 
who were not  HQT . 

Percent of teachers 
teaching with 

emergency        
credentials. 

Chamberlin School 0.00% 0% 

F. H. Tuttle Middle 
School 

1.77% 0% 

Orchard School 1.85% 0% 

Rick Marcotte    
Central School 

0.00% 0% 

So. Burlington 
High School 

0.79% 0% 

Title I (111)(h) of the federal No Child Left Behind Law requires LEAs to publicly report the percentage of core 

academic classes* NOT  taught by highly qualified teachers, the percentage of teachers teaching on emergency 

credentials by LEA and school, and the professional qualifications of their teachers.  The following is the percent-

age of core academic classes NOT  taught by highly qualified teachers and the percentage of teachers teaching on 

emergency credentials for the 2010-2011 school year.  The South Burlington School District is working with 

teachers to ensure that all HQT requirements are being met. 

 

*Core academic subjects are:  English/language arts (including ESL), math, science, social studies, reading, foreign languages, art, music, and the generalist 

endorsement areas of elementary education and early childhood education (grades K-3 only).  In addition, alternative program and special education prima-

ry instruction assignments in math, science, social studies, and/or ELA/reading are also considered òcoreó areas. 
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SCHOOLõS OUT! 

  

South Burlington School Districtõs after school program, òSchoolõs Outó, was created in 2000.  Since its inception, 

Schoolõs Out has always strived to stay true to its mission:  Schoolõs Out will provide children a safe environment 

where they will be given the opportunity to express themselves and develop socially, physically, artistically, and crea-

tively through a program that nurtures and respects the uniqueness of every child. 

In 2010-2011 we continued to operate at our increased enrollment of 59 children a day at each of the schools.  We 

enrolled a total of 211 students in the program (75 at Orchard, 65 at Chamberlin, and 71 at Rick Marcotte Central).  

These figures include children who are enrolled full-time as well as part-time.  There is never more than 59 children 

on-site at any given time. 

The program focused heavily on en-

richment, community outreach, field 

trips and learning opportunities for the 

children.  Staff also worked to develop 

the òCounselor in Trainingó (CIT) pro-

gram for fifth graders.  The CITs help 

staff with the daily routine, character 

development, team building, anti-

bullying, and mentoring.  The CIT pro-

gram has been a great success.  

Our program directors are continuing 

the process of applying for state recog-

nition through the Step Ahead Recog-

nition System (S.T.A.R.S).  S.T.A.R.S is 

Vermontõs rating system for recognizing the quality of child care programs in the state.  This process will recognize 

our efforts to create a quality after school program, and help us to identify ways to enhance the program. 

The Schoolõs Out Website can be found at http://schoolsout.sbsd.schoolfusion.us  and a direct link can be found 

on the districtõs home page.  The website is an excellent tool to learn more about the Schoolõs Out program. 

 

http://schoolsout.sbsd.schoolfusion.us
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

  

ENROLLMENTS AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS  

Year 

Total 

Students 

Enrolled 

(10/09) 

Special Education  

Child Count* 

(12/09) 

Section 504** 

English  

Language  

Learners 

Total 

In  

Programs 

% of SBSD Stu-

dents Receiving 

Services 

2011-2012 2419 261 89 151 501 20.8% 

2010-2011 2427 245 70 168 483 19.9% 

2009-2010 2460 232 77 147 456 19.0% 

2008-2009 2390 232 93 143 468 19.6% 

2007-2008 2442 227 127 119 473 19.3% 

*Child Count includes students who are identified as disabled under state and federal law and who require unique instruction. 
**Section 504 includes students with disabilities who do not require unique instruction.  They are legally entitled to and receive special accommodations in the 
classroom, such as special seating and modified tests.  

The Districtõs number of students in special education has risen sharply this current year.  We continue to review and 

examine service delivery models in each school with an eye to inclusiveness, efficiency, and effectiveness. Each school 

has professional special educators who serve students in our Child Count along with students who may be at risk.  

Each school has an educational support system with tiered levels of support for all students.  Classroom teachers  re-

view student data regularly and provide differentiated instruction at Tier I.  Tier II may involve some supplemental 

support, such as extra instruction in reading or a structured study hall.  At Tier III students are identified with a disa-

bility that may require special education services.  Our efforts are to support students as early as possible to ensure 

their success in school. To learn more about Educational Support Services go to the Educational Support Systems tab 

on the district website. 

TIER 3

Intensive Interventions

TIER 2

EST Interventions

TIER 1

Classroom Teacher Interventions

&

Grade Cluster/Guidance Discussions

All Students

5 to 15% of Students

2 to 5% of Students



 8 

8  

 

 

PRESCHOOL (AGES 3-5) 

  

South Burlington is part of the Early Learning Project in Chittenden County.  These preschool partnerships cur-
rently support 175 preschoolers in accessing quality preschool programs.  The District continues to  collaborate 
with Child Care Resource to implement the South Burlington Early Childhood Plan. South Burlington continues 
to offer an Essential Early Education Program (EEE) for children ages 3 through 5 experiencing developmental 
delays or those who have a medical condition that may interfere with learning and future success in the home, 
school, and community.  This special education program provides specialized instruction to meet the unique needs 
of the districtõs 21 students who are currently enrolled.  

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL) 
  

We have a vibrant English Language Learner (ELL) Program which is served by 5.4 (FTE) very talented and com-
mitted educators. The overall number of students served at the elementary schools has increased while the popula-
tion at the high school has declined. During this last year, we went from 168 to 151 ELL students, with more 
growth expected in the younger grades as we continue to enroll students from countries that are new to us such as 
Bhutanese children from Nepal and Meskhetian Turks from Russia. 

The Vermont Department of Education, in collaboration with Saint Michaelõs College, works with area schools to 
build curriculum units which incorporate strategies that support English Language Learners in content area classes. 
One of these is a co-teaching science class at the high school that is a model for other area schools.  During the  
summer we are planning a workshop to increase the knowledge base of our regular education teachers on good 
instructional strategies, cultural understanding, and other best practices for working with our growing ELL popula-
tion.  For additional information about our ELL program please see our website http://
ell.sbsd.tuttle.schoolfusion. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
  

 Information Technology Update 

 

This was the first year of the Districtôs 1:1 Program, an innovative program in which each grade 8 and 9 student has 

been issued a District-owned, Windows 7 laptop for his or her use.  Consistent with the 2012-2015 Vermont Education-

al Technology Plan, the District sees the 1:1 program as key to transforming student learning by ñéenabling students to 

engage actively with their learning environment, to access resources beyond school walls, and to communicate global-

ly.ò  The state plan further states that ñé1:1 across the state should be our new overarching goal, whether this is 

achieved locally or through state funding.  It is through this ubiquitous access that we will change the nature of learning 

and meet the needs of the diverse range of learners.ò 

The SBSD laptops have an assortment of software including Microsoft Of-

fice Professional, the Adobe Digital School Collection, and a variety of free 

tools.  With this software students are able to hone their ñ21st century skillsò 

such as communication; collaboration; data collection, organization, and 

analysis; critical thinking and problem solving; and creativity and innova-

tion.  Students routinely use their computers to write and edit documents, 

conduct Internet research, collect and analyze data, create presentations, ex-

plore geography with Google Earth, create original music and videos, ex-

plore science simulations, communicate and collaborate with their teachers 

and their peers, and more.  And teachers are able to provide a wide variety of 

learning opportunities that are tailored to individual learners. 

Our plan is to expand the 1:1 program to include additional grades, with an 

ultimate goal of putting 1:1 computing devices in the hands of all 5th ï 12th 

grade students, and depending on the state of available technology, hopefully 

even younger students as well.  To help ensure that we are effectively capi-

talizing on the learning opportunities the laptops make possible, teachers are engaged in a variety of professional devel-

opment activities to help them prepare them for teaching in a 1:1 environment. 

Our first year of 1:1 computing was a great success, though not without its learning experiences.  As teachers and stu-

dents become more skilled at using the laptops to enrich and enhance learning, we look forward to ever more effective 

use of these powerful learning tools.  For more information on the 1:1 program, please see the One-to-One Program 

link in the Parents menu at the top of the District home page, www.sbschools.net. 

The 1:1 project has been a focal point for much of our effort 

this year, but technology continues to play a key learning role 

throughout the District.  Middle school students use technolo-

gy in their P3 (Project/Problem/Place-Based) projects; stu-

dents throughout the District use online resources in 

ñelectronic classroomsò developed by their teachers; students 

create original music, presentations, videos, and other multi-

media projects; students engage in projects with their peers 

around the world; students collect data with on-line forms and 

surveys and analyze it with Excel; and of course students do 

extensive research, writing, editing, and much more using 

technology throughout the curriculum. 

http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-Ed_Tech_2012_2015_Technology_Plan.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-Ed_Tech_2012_2015_Technology_Plan.pdf
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ASSESSMENTS 

  

Early Reading 

Local  

§ Local Early Literacy Assessment (Gr. K, 1, 2) 

  September and May 

§ LocalñPhonological Assessment (Gr. K, 1, 2) 

 September and May 

 

English Language Arts 

 

State 

§ New England Common Assessment  

 October (Gr. 3-8, 11) 

Local 

§ D.I.B.E.L.S (Gr 3-5) 

 September 

§ Writing Prompt (Gr. K-5) 

 January 

§ Gates-MacGinitie Reading Test (Gr. 6-10) 

 September and May 

§ Scholastic Aptitude Test I  (High School) 

 Throughout the School Year 

§ Advanced Placement English Language and  

 Composition  (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement English Literature and 

 Composition (High School) 

  May 

History/Social Studies 

 

§ Advanced Placement European History (High 

School) 

 May  

§ Advanced Placement US Govõt & Politics (High 

School) 

 May 

§ American College Test (High School) 

 Throughout the School Year 

  

Mathematics 

State 

§ New England Common Assessment  

 October (Gr. 3-8, 11) 

Local 

§ G.E. 30 Problem Solving Assessment (Gr. K-5) 

 Throughout the School Year 

§ Scholastic Aptitude Test I (High School) 

 Throughout the School Year 

§ Advanced Placement Calculus AB (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement Calculus BC (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement Computer Science (High School) 

 May 

§ American College Test/PLAN (High School) 

 Throughout the School Year 

 

Science 

State 

§ New England Common Assessment (Gr. 4, 8, 11) 

 May 

Local 

§ Science Inquiry Task (Gr. K-5) 

 Throughout the School Year 

§ Advanced Placement Biology (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement Chemistry (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement  Env. Sciences (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement Physics B (High School) 

 May  

World Language 

§ Local World Language Assessment (Gr. 8, 10)  

 May and June 

§ Advanced Placement French (High School) 

 May 

§ Advanced Placement Spanish (High School) 

 May 
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New England Common Assessment (NECAP) Grades 3-8 

Results Fall 2011 

 

 

ASSESSMENTSñSTATE 

  

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

SB Female 85% 85% 86% 83% 88%

SB Male 80% 80% 80% 81% 80%

VT Female 75% 76% 78% 77% 80%

VT Male 65% 66% 67% 68% 68%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Reading by Gender - Grades 3 -8
Percent of Students At or Above Standard

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

SB Assistance 57% 60% 64% 61% 65%

SB No Assistance 87% 86% 87% 87% 88%

VT Assistance 53% 54% 57% 58% 60%

VT No Assistance 77% 79% 81% 81% 83%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Reading by Socio -Economic Status - Grades 3 -8
Percent of Students At or Above Standard

The NECAP is administered to students in New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Maine, and Vermont as part of the No Child 

Left Behind Act. The test measures student performance on Vermont Grade Expectations in Reading, Mathematics, Writing 

and Science.  Student performance on these assessments fall into one of four proficiency levels:  Proficient with Distinction, 

Proficient, Partially Proficient, and Substantially Below Proficient.  Below are the Districtõs October 2011 results, reflecting 

all students in Grades 3-8 who scored proficient and above.   

It is important to realize that the NECAP assessment results reflect our studentsõ performance from the previous grade.  For 

instance, the third grade results reflect the studentsõ performance in the previous grades. The graphs below will show the year 

2010-11 because that is the year of knowledge that was tested in the fall of 2011.  The District student performance results 

indicate that our students consistently perform above the state average and are among the top ranking schools/districts in the 

state in each of the areas of Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and Science. 

READINGñThe NECAP has been administered for the past seven years.  Results indicate that we still have a gap be-

tween males and females.  We have seen a slight increase in the reading performance of students from different socioec-

onomic backgrounds. 

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

SB 82% 83% 83% 82% 84%

VT 70% 71% 72% 73% 74%
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Reading Grades 3 - 8
Percent of Students at or Above Standard



 12 

12  

 

 

ASSESSMENTSñSTATE 

  

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

SB Female 84% 90% 89% 85% 86%

SB Male 70% 84% 69% 79% 66%

VT Female 75% 79% 79% 79% 80%

VT Male 59% 65% 61% 65% 66%
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Reading by Gender - Grade 11
Percent of Students At or Above Standard

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

SB Assistance 45% 70% 61% 66% 50%

SB No Assistance 81% 89% 83% 86% 82%

VT Assistance 47% 55% 55% 56% 55%

VT No Assistance 73% 76% 75% 79% 80%
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Reading by Socio -Economic Status - Grade 11
Percent of Students At or Above Standard

SOUTH BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL ñREADING GRADE 11 

READINGñThe South Burlington High School 

New England Common Assessment Program 

(NECAP) results in Reading remain above state aver-

ages. We had a slight decrease in overall results as 

compared to last year.  Keep in mind that new items 

are selected for the assessment each year.  In addi-

tion, we are not assessing the same cohort of stu-

dents.  Grade-level results are being analyzed along 

with sub-group performance to determine areas in 

need of improvement. Our departments are also 

working in data teams where student work and as-

sessment results are analyzed and teachers collabo-

rate in the design of instruction.  

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

SB 76% 87% 80% 82% 77%

VT 68% 72% 69% 72% 72%
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Reading Grade 11 
Percent of Students At or Above Standard


